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national language learning standards?
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Does Stories align to the World Readiness 

Standards established by the American 

Council on the Teaching of  

Foreign Languages?

Communication

Learners communicate in Spanish on a variety of familiar 
topics, including self, family, activities, routines, health, 
family, and more.

Cultures

Learners achieve intercultural competence standards 
while exploring inquiry-based Culture Capsules on topics 
like birthday celebrations and what homes look like.

Connections

Learners connect their Spanish learning to other 
disciplines through activities like solving math problems in 
Spanish, investigating the demographics of Latin America, 
and tracing the migration of the monarch butterfly.

Comparisons

Learners compare the Spanish language and cultures to 
their own in areas like using personalized pronouns and 
celebrating holidays.

Communities

Every Teacher’s Guide suggests ways teachers can help 
learners connect with real Spanish-speaking communities 
as a key ingredient for long-term success.
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Does Stories align to the  

NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do  

Statements that clarify the  

Communication Standard?

The Stories program was developed to help children consistently perform in the Novice 
range on the topics presented.

Novice Interpretive Statement
I can identify the general topic and some basic information in both very familiar and 
everyday contexts by recognizing practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple 
sentences in texts that are spoken, written, or signed.

By definition, Novice Mid learners are not able to even identify the general topic of an 
authentic (written or spoken) text. Believing that excessive use of authentic texts for teaching 
young children does not build up this skill (i.e. continually not finding the topic doesn’t help 
a child learn to identify the topic), we provide young learners with rich learner material: 
engaging video stories, vibrant Storybooks, music and more.

To assess whether children meet the interpretive standard, they must interact with authentic 
sources. In Stories, these interpretive assessments primarily happen in our Culture Capsules, 
so children are meeting interpretive standards while showing intercultural competence:

Level B:

19

Making It Personal

What would your names look like if your family followed this system? Fill in the chart below to 
find out. Goyo’s is included as an example for you.

your given name first surname (father’s) second surname (mother’s)

Goyo García Martínez

Cultural inquiry

1
On Wikipedia, look up some famous Latin Americans you are familiar with, perhaps a 
sports star like Lionel Messi or an actress like Salma Hayek. What are the person’s two 
surnames?

2
Look up the twenty-five most common surnames in the United States. How many are 
Hispanic? What about in your state? Your city?

What Can You Do?

Read the announcement below. It was published in newspapers when the famous singer 
Shakira (from Colombia) and the soccer superstar Piqué (from Spain) had their son. 

Fill in the blanks.

Last name of the padre:          last name of the madre: 

Baby’s name: Sasha 

Do you understand anything else from the announcement?  What is the date the baby was 
born? Where was he born?
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Level C: 

13

What can you do?

1
Look at this real advertisement for a 
house in Cuenca, Ecuador. Identify 
some of the describing words used in 
the advertisement. What else do you 
understand? Use the poster La casa to 
help you understand what features the 
house has. Underline what you 
understand; then, draw what you think 
the house looks like. Which of these 
adjectives also describe your house?

La casa:

Describing words I recognize:

Novice Interpersonal Statement
I can communicate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on both very 
familiar and everyday topics, using a variety of practiced or memorized words, phrases, 
simple sentences, and questions.

The Calico Spanish Stories program is intended to help children build conversational skills 
so they can speak real Spanish to real people. Video Stories include a target dialogue where 
characters interact to accomplish skills like finding out what someone’s name is, talking about 
likes and dislikes, and asking what someone wants to eat or drink. The goal is that young 
learners will internalize this language and be able to accomplish these skills, too.
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40

¿Qué le gusta hacer?

Unidad 

6

Camilo wants to know what your family likes to do. Survey your family 
by asking “¿Qué te gusta hacer?” (What do you like to do?)
In the first column, give the person's name. In the second column, identify 
what member of your family that person is. In the last column, write which 
activities from the word bank that person likes to do. An example is in the 
first row for you.

Then, use this sheet to report your survey to someone. Use the prompts at 
the top of the column to help you use full sentences.

Word Bank

cantar

hablar

saltar correr jugar

Level B:

Level D: 
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Novice Presentational Statement
I can present information on both very familiar and everyday topics using a variety of 
practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences through spoken, written, 
or signed language.

Throughout the Stories program, children are encouraged to use their new Spanish skills to 
present information to classmates, friends, or family.

Level A: 

44

Sí, ¡se puede!

Unidad 

8

María and Pedro want to know all about you.

Answer the questions to develop a script to say several things about yourself. 
When you are finished, present your answers to someone. Use the sheet to 
describe some reasons why you are especial.

Note: There aren’t many words in your word bank because you should be able to accomplish this activity 
based on your own vocabulary now. The activity sheets you have done so far can help you review.

SoyEstoyMe llamo

Word Bank

Me gusta

 ¿Cómo te llamas?

Answer: 

Answer: 

Answer: 

Answer: 

¿Cómo eres?

¿Cómo estás? 

¿Qué te gusta?
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48

Las mascotas

Unidad 

7

Goyo wants to know if you have mascotas.
Can you tell him about your mascotas? Below each animal picture, tell 
which one of our action words these animals like to do. Then, write 
whether you have one or not (you can use no tengo to indicate you don’t 
have any). In the last blank, describe the mascota, if you have one, by 
giving its name and at least one description. Remember to add "s" to an 
adjective if you are describing more than one.
Example: 
PERROS. 
Les gusta correr. 
¿Cuántos tienes? Tengo un perro.
Describe: Se llama Pete. Es blanco y negro. Le gusta saltar.

If you have a pet not shown here, use the blank square to draw it and describe it.  You can 
use a Spanish/English dictionary to find the word for it. You can also look up action words 
you need to say what a pet likes to do.

If you don’t have a pet, use this sheet to help you talk about the pet you would like to have.  
Remember you can use quiero (I want) to describe things you want.

When you are finished, can you use what you wrote to describe your pet(s) to your teacher 
or a friend?

Perros

Les gusta

¿Cuántos tienes?

Describe:

Peces

Les gusta

¿Cuántos tienes?

Describe:

Level B:
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Level D:

70

Now, write Magda a note describing where you live. Can you describe the fruits and 
vegetables that grow there? What about the seasons and weather? What activities do you 
like to do in each season, and what clothes do you like to wear? Use the way Magda started 
and ended her letter to write yours as well; this is a very common way to put a greeting and 
farewell in a note to a friend.

3 What reasons does Magda give for why she can’t go farther north right now?

reason 1:

reason 2:

reason 3:

4 How long is Magda going to stay at the farm?

En el verano... Tenemos...También hay... Cuando 
llueve...Casi nunca... Me encanta... Me gusta...

© Copyright 2019 Kids Immersion, LLC.
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Does Stories align to the  

Intercultural Communication  

standards?

NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements for Intercultural Communication:

Stories includes several types of cultural content embedded within Video Stories:

• Language features, such as when calendars begin with Monday and use lowercase 
letters for days of the week

• Information about places, such as when characters encounter a monarch butterfly 
migrating to Mexico

Also, each level of Stories includes rich, inquiry-based Culture Capsules intended to get 
children asking deep questions about the products, practices, and perspectives of the 
Spanish-speaking peoples. The goal is for children to be able to interact in Spanish in a way 
that shows intercultural communicative competence.

Level A:

Investigate

In my own and other cultures I can identify products and 
practices to help me understand perspectives.

Interact

I can interact at a survival level in some familiar everyday 
contexts. 
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Level B:

51

Thinking it through

Many people in countries like the U.S. have decided that 
they want a monkey or exotic bird as a pet, too, and this has 
caused many problems. What animal native to Latin America 
would you like to have as a pet? What would you have to 
change about your home and routine to make sure it was 
safe and comfortable? Should people leave these animals in 
their native countries and not take them away to keep them 
as pets? Why or why not?

Making It Personal

Do you have a pet? Is it a common pet or something exotic? What country is the pet native to?

Cultural inquiry

1
What other breeds of dogs and cats are native to Latin America? What are the most 
popular names people use for their pets?

2 Listen to the Calico song “La granja” and make a 
diagram of the sounds different animals make in 
Spanish. What sounds do English-speakers say these 
animals make?

3
What are some problems involved with importing 
exotic pets from Latin America? What is causing 
these problems and how can they be solved?

What Can You Do?

Turn to a friend and ask what sound a bird, dog, or cat makes. Can you ask and answer this 
question in Spanish using the animal sounds Spanish speakers use? 

Question: “¿Qué hace un _____________?”

Answer: “El __________ hace ___________.”

Level C:

58

Thinking it through

Fill in the blanks to remind yourself what “monochronic” and “polychronic” cultures are. Then, 
read the statements on the left. In what kind of culture would these people probably live? Put 
an “X” under which time attitude you think describes them. Then discuss: what would that 
person do living with a different time perspective?

Monochronic:

___________________  

are most important.

Polychronic:

___________________  

are most important.

Two school friends are talking at their 
classroom table and the recess bell rings. They 
stop talking and rush to recess.

People are careful to write down what time they 
get to work and what time they leave.

The neighborhood kids sometimes start their 
7:00 p.m. soccer game at 8:15, and you can 
join in anytime.

A boy’s mom cancels his dentist appointment 
and asks for a new appointment because traffic 
is going to make them 45 minutes late.

A girl misses several days of school because 
her grandmother is sick in the hospital.

Making it personal

Do you and your family often arrive late to things? What does your family think about arriving 
late? Does it bother other people when you arrive late?

Cultural inquiry

Your teacher will provide a typical schedule of daily activities in Spain. At what time does the 
family usually take a break for lunch? At what time do the parents go to bed? Express the times 
a Spanish family does these activities and at what time you do these activities. What does this 
tell you about cultural differences?

España Mi cultura / familia

comida

dormir

Level D:
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